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Visit us at www.NAPAonline.comMon.-Fri. 7-5:30; Sat. 8-4

MID VALLEY
AUTO PARTS

158 Wells Ave., Middleburgh
 (518) 827-5511

Bring Us
Your Best

Shot!
And we will post it on

our Hunters’
Hall of Fame Wall

for everyone to see!

310 Main St., Middleburgh, NY
www.FourStarRealtyGroup.com

518-702-4194  cell: 518-209-5369
lisatenneson@gmail.com

BROOME - Here it is...THE PERFECT HUNTING CAMP OR GET-
AWAY. Private 19.6 ac. with furnished trailer. 2BR, 1BA, open living/
kitchen, views, drilled well, septic & elec. 4 mi. to village amenities. 4-
wheeler trails, need to be cleaned up. Additional area with old camper on it.

Lisa Tenneson
Lic. RE Broker/Owner

HUNTERS - Better pull the TRIGGER on this one,
it won’t cost big BUCKS!

FFFFFABULABULABULABULABULOUS Hunting PrOUS Hunting PrOUS Hunting PrOUS Hunting PrOUS Hunting Properoperoperoperopertytytytyty. Lis. Lis. Lis. Lis. Listtttted at $69,000.ed at $69,000.ed at $69,000.ed at $69,000.ed at $69,000.

COMPUTERIZED
4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT

ANDY’S
AUTO & ALIGNMENT

Andrew Reightmyer - owner  Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm
518-827-5900

• Tires • Brakes
• Suspension • Exhaust

139 Main St., Middleburgh, NY

Schoharie Valley
Wine & Liquor

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Holiday

Gift Packs

Gift Certificates

285 Main Street
Schoharie

518-295-8885

Every
Day

10% OFF
Mix &
Match

Cases of Wine

Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm;
Fri. 11am-10pm;

Sat. 11am-9pm; Sun. Noon-9pm

111110% OFF0% OFF0% OFF0% OFF0% OFF
3 or more

Bottles of Wine
With this coupon.*

Coupon expires December 14, 2020
*Cannot be combined with any other discounts

SCHOHARIE VALLEY
 WINE & LIQUOR

Home
Delivery
Available

Come in & try our varied menu featuring:
• Pizza - all sizes & varieties
• Calzones • Stromboli • Wings
• Subs • Hot Sandwiches
• Dinners ~ Spaghetti, Lasagna, Ravioli,

Ziti,Parmigiana, Salads, Finger Foods

Delivery available
within 6 miles - $20 min

To view our
full menu

& order online visit
paisanospizzavilla.com

Offer expires Dec. 14, 2020
Coupons cannot be combined

24 cut Cheese Pizza
$16.99 Topping

Extra

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon.-Thurs. 11am-9pm; Fri. 11am-10pm; Sat. 11am-9pm;

Sun. Noon-9pm

Offer expires Dec. 14, 2020
Coupons cannot be combined

Free Topping
on Any Size Pizza

Offer expires Dec. 14, 2020
Coupons cannot be combined

12 cut Cheese Pizza
$9.99 Topping

Extra

$3.00 OFF
Any 2 Calzones

Coupons cannot be combined

518-295-7877

Offer expires Dec. 14, 2020

285 Main St., Schoharie, NY 12157
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Deer hunters should have suc-
cess this year.

That’s according to the state De-
partment of Environmental Conser-
vation, which expects the statewide
buck harvest to be similar or even
larger than it was in 2019.

And the same is true for
antlerless deer.  DEC increased the
number of Deer Management Per-
mits, expecting that harvest to jump
by 10 percent over last fall.

Factors leading to a larger deer
population include the mild 2019-
20 winter across much of New York,
which means deer survival should
have been very strong.

Also, DEC noted:
“The forage base greened up well

in spring, and conditions were great
during fawning season,” an unusual
condition compared to the past
couple of springs.

But much of the state was dry in

July, and DEC reported if those con-
ditions continued and became even
worse, fawn weights would be lower,
and adult male antler sizes would
be lower than average this fall.

“Still,” DEC continued, “hunters
should anticipate great deer hunt-
ing opportunities throughout New
York State.”

DEC is again asking hunters to
follow the Let Young Bucks Go and
Watch Them Grow effort, which
encourages the taking of older
bucks.

In 2019, for the second year in a
row, 60 percent of adult bucks har-
vested were 2.5 years or older, set-
ting another record in the total num-
ber of bucks taken in the harvest.

Let Young Bucks Go is an advan-
tage to hunters because the aver-
age two-year-old buck generally
yields 25 to 30 percent more meat
and carries antlers twice as large as

the average yearling.
DEC divides the state into re-

gions and also Wildlife Manage-
ment Units. Our area is in Region 4,
which includes Schoharie, Otsego
and Delaware counties and por-
tions of others.  Region 4 covers
nearly 4 million acres.

WMU 4G
This includes much of Schoharie

County and in 2019 had 2.1 bucks
and 3.6 total deer harvested per
square mile.  It’s 317 square miles.

The Schoharie Valley runs right
through the unit, and the terrain
consists of forested hills and farms
in the valley.  There are thousands
of acres of state land available for
hunting, including Burnt Rossman

Deer season looking
pretty good, as usual

Continued on next page.

THETIRESHOP.BIZ • OPEN MON.-SAT. 8-6
155 Erie Blvd., Canajoharie, NY

ON THE
FARM SERVICE

AG BAG SALES
NET WRAP SALES

OTR TIRE SERVICE
LOG SKIDDER TIRE
SERVICE
TIRE REPAIR
TIRE CHAINS
TRUCK CAPS
TRUCK TIRE SERVICES
TRUCK TIRE HUNTER
ROAD FORCE COMPUTER
SPIN BALANCING
MULTI LINE TIRE DEALER
MULTI LINE NATIONAL
ACCOUNTS
SEASONAL ON-SITE TIRE
STORAGE
SEASONAL TIRE
CHANGEOVER DISCOUNT
WHEN TIRES ARE
PURCHASED HERE

518-673-5399

Don’t Forget Your Hunting Partner...Your ATV!
Visit

POOR BOYZ

1,000s of Parts In Stock! • ATV • Snowmobile • UTV • Motorcycle • Trailers
 Batteries
 Tires & Tubes
 Wheels & Bearings
 Control Cables
 Sprockets
 Sparkplugs
 Plows

 Belts
 Tracks
 Carbides
 Chains

 Engine Parts
 Helmets
 Bulbs
 Oils

P O W E R S P O R T S
Middleburgh, New York

ATV Plows,
Winches &
Tire Chains

We Install
What We Sell

Rte. 145, 2 miles south of Middleburgh • (518) 827-8388

Hours: Mon., Tues. & Wed. 9-6;
Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9-4; Closed Sun.

Get Your Snowmobile
Ready for Winter!

Used
Machines

20 Years in Business

SAFE, SECURE
INDOOR

STORAGE
Free up space in your garage!
Have your machine ready
when you want to ride it!

ATV • Motorcycle
• Snowmobile • UTV

NO: Dead Battery,
Rodents Chewing Wires,

Sun Fade or Mold

POWER SPORTS
For All Your Parts
& Service Needs!
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Deer season
Continued  from
previous page.

 Hills State Forest.
WMU 4A
The area spans nor thern

Schoharie County, eastern Mont-
gomer y County and western

Schenectady County.  Hunters har-
vested 2.1 bucks and 3.9 deer per
square mile in 2019.  The unit is 430
square miles.

There is a fair amount of agricul-
ture and two large areas for public
hunting, Charleston State Forest and
Rural Grove State Forest.

WMU 4F
WMU 4F includes most of Otsego

county and consists of rolling forested
terrain and some farming in the val-
leys.    In 2019, there were 3.4 bucks
and 6.1 deer taken per square mile.
The unit is a large one, 1,161 square
miles.

There are many areas of state land
available for hunting, including
Arnold Lake State Forest, Basswood
Pond State Forest, Bear Swamp State

Forest and Hartwick State Forest.
WMU 4P
This unit is in eastern Delaware

County and consists of active and
abandoned farms and forested areas.
The terrain is moderate to steep.
Hunters took 2.4 bucks and 3.7 deer
per square mile in 2019.  It is 361
square miles.

Relay State Forest and Plattekill

State Forest are public lands with
hunting access.

Also, the New York City Depart-
ment of Environmental Conservation
has public land for hunting around
the Pepacton Reservoir.

WMU 4R
This area is in Greene and Dela-

ware counties in the nor thern
Catskills.  Hunters took 1.9 bucks and
2.9 deer per square mile in 2019.  The
area is 290 square miles.

The terrain is moderate to steep,
and is a mix of forested mountains and
farming.

Areas available for hunting include
Bearpen Mountain Statre Forest,
Huntersfield State Forest and several
forest preserve lands.  This is an ant-
ler restriction unit.

Ray Gillis

ray@firemarkins.com

We are a full-service property
& casualty agency offering

insurance coverage on:
• AUTO   • HOME

• LIABILITY • LIFE • HEALTH
• WORKERS

COMPENSATION
We offer the best coverage and price

to fit your needs because
we represent you.

FIRE MARK
INSURANCE
AGENCY

 PO Box 39 • 826 East Main St.,
Cobleskill, NY 12043

518-234-2121

Stop in to see Ray for
all your insurance needs.

FINGER LAKES FIRE &
CASUALTY CO.

IRON SKILLET SEASONINGS

ironskilletseasonings.com
Hometown Provisions   832 Hollenbeck Road   Worcester, NY 12197

A Complete Line of Game Meat Seasonings
Wholesale programs available for qualified distributors

607-435-7171

PPANGMANANGMAN
OOUTDOORUTDOOR
PPOWEROWER

Your authorized
KYMCO dealer!!!

Tough terrain?
Long haul?
No problem!

It will take you
where

you want to go!

220 Barnerville Rd. Cobleskill, NY 12043 • (518) 234-4466 pangmanoutdoorpower@gmail.com

USA

ATVs
UTVs

Stop by

& check

them out!
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Every year, tens of thousands of
New York hunters enjoy the oppor-
tunity to bring home a handsome
2.5-year or older buck, while about
half of the antlered bucks taken in
New York are only 1.5 years old
(yearlings).

Yearling bucks generally weigh
about 20 percent less and have 50
percent smaller antlers than they
would as a 2.5-year-old.

According to DEC, the primary
reason New York doesn’t have
more older, larger-antlered bucks in
the harvest is because many get
taken as yearlings.

Hunters can continue to push the
harvest ratio solidly toward older
bucks simply by choosing to let
young bucks go.

For New York bucks to get big-
ger bodies and larger antlers, they
simply need to get older, DEC
stresses.

Older bucks are more challeng-
ing to hunt and yield more meat for
the successful hunter.

These bucks create more rubs
and scrapes and vocalize more – all
things that add to the hunting ex-
perience.

As more hunters choose to pass

young bucks, all hunters will enjoy
the opportunity to see and take
more older bucks.
What can you do to see more
older bucks?

•Choose to let young bucks
walk.

•Improve the habitat by creating
young forest and enhancing natu-
ral forage and cover for deer.

•In many areas, taking an
antlerless deer instead of a young
buck would help meet overall
management goals and bring the
deer population into better bal-
ance with the habitat, which in
turn improves deer condition.
•Work with your neighbors and

hunting partners to cooperatively
reduce harvest of young bucks,
meet your antlerless harvest goals,
and improve habitat conditions.

Nearly all bucks in New York with
four points or less are only 1.5 years
old.

In Central and Western New York
or other high quality habitat areas,
about 30 percent of yearlings have
five-six points and 15 percent have
seven-eight antler points.

However, the overall size and

shape of their antlers remains small,
with antler spreads generally less
than 12 inches, well inside the ear
tips.

While many hunters want the op-
portunity to take bigger bucks, the
bucks frequently shown in maga-
zines, on TV shows and on hunting-
related products are rare in the wild.

To help hunters better under-
stand what buck populations look like
in New York and have realistic ex-
pectations of what they might en-
counter afield, in 2015 and 2016,
DEC collected additional antler mea-

surements from 2,176 bucks across
the state.

The picture is clear; when hunt-
ers choose to let young bucks go,
they do grow – with antlers nearly
doubling in size from 1.5 to 2.5 years
of age.

In recent years, some hunters
have expressed strong interest in
increasing the number of older,
larger-antlered bucks in our deer
population.

This could be accomplished
through a variety of regulatory and
non-regulatory approaches.

New York hunters have divided
opinions about buck hunting and
many greatly value having the free-
dom to choose what type of buck
to harvest.

DEC worked with experts at
Cornell University to evaluate vari-
ous buck hunting strategies (e.g.
mandatory antler point restric-
tions, 1-buck-per-hunter rule,
shor ter season, voluntar y re-
straint) in a way that accounted for
regional variation in hunter values
and the impacts on harvest, popu-
lation management and hunter sat-
isfaction.

Hunters should target older bucks

HUNTING • FISHING
SHOOTING • TRAPPING

Buy • Sell • Trade

 • Scope Mounting
& Bore Sighting

• Powder  • Primers
• Wads • Knives
• Game Cameras

   & Calls

For All Your Sporting Needs

www.cobleskilloutdoorsports.com

We Carry Pete Rickard Scents and Lures

Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-2
**Call for Extended Hours During November**

116 France Lane, Cobleskill

518-234-2400

MIKE &
NANCY SPENELLO,

 OWNER

• Holsters and Lots of Other Gear!

25+ YEARS
EXPERIENCE

www.valuevillagewineandliquor.com

HUNTERS WELCOME!

Join Us forJoin Us forJoin Us forJoin Us forJoin Us for
HACKY W EDNESDAYS

       ALL WINES &
CHAMPAGNES

10% OFF

Open Mon-Sat
10am-8pm;
Sun 12-5pm

W

107 Railroad Ave. Middleburgh • (518) 827-5227
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Hunters last year harvested
224,190 deer, down a bit from the
2018 figure of 227,787.

Of the 2019 total, 120,403 were
adult males, 11,139 were male
fawns, 82,176 were adult does and
10,472 were female fawns.

Town-by-town totals follow, with
first figure adult bucks and the sec-
ond, total take.  The first group of
figures is 2019; the second, for
comparison, is 2018:

Schoharie County
Blenheim, 40, 82; 49, 114.
Broome, 62, 108; 80, 134.
Carlisle, 86, 160; 62, 145.

Cobleskill, 89, 142; 80, 144.
Conesville, 67, 110; 76, 114.
Esperance, 62, 99; 63, 116.
Fulton, 127, 197; 107, 195.
Gilboa, 139, 251; 142, 276.
Jefferson, 154, 287; 192, 336.
Middleburgh, 169, 279; 168,

286.
Richmondville, 107, 167; 136,

242.
Schoharie,  90, 142; 116, 208.
Seward, 85, 166; 98, 170.
Sharon, 124, 220; 130, 243.
Summit, 123, 189; 129, 228.
Wright, 57, 104; 50, 88.
Totals in 2019:  1,581 and 2,703.

Totals in 2018:  1,678 and 3,039.

Otsego County
Burlington, 184, 355; 180, 383.
Butternuts, 216, 384; 207, 338.
Cherry Valley, 113, 198; 113,

237.
Decatur, 46, 86; 56, 95.
Edmeston, 191, 354; 208, 420.
Exeter, 137, 280, 130, 305.
Hartwick, 170, 305; 178, 362.
Laurens, 160, 286; 219, 373.
Maryland, 161, 285; 178, 327.
Middlefield, 113, 217; 144, 278.
Milford, 184, 300; 169, 348.
Morris, 176, 327; 190, 415.

New Lisbon, 178, 287; 182, 336.
Oneonta, 145, 243; 160, 290.
Otego, 195, 302; 158, 261.
Otsego, 138, 246; 145, 292.
Pittsfield, 133, 240; 94, 208.
Plainfield, 86, 160; 86, 196.
Richfield, 130, 243; 106, 226.
Roseboom, 62, 107; 82, 172.
Springfield, 135, 225; 114, 239.
Unadilla, 159, 258; 162, 286.
Westford, 82, 131; 97, 162.
Worcester, 151, 264; 144, 287.
Totals for 2019:  3,445 and 6,083.
Totals for 2018: 3,502 and 6,836.

Delaware County
Andes, 254, 403; 272, 409.

Bovina, 93, 133; 88, 138.
Colchester, 222, 322; 221, 329.
Davenport, 175, 277; 156, 252.
Delhi, 217, 333; 191, 275.
Deposit, 108, 159; 90, 153.
Franklin, 294, 434; 277, 406.
Hamden, 165, 263; 164, 243.
Hancock, 458, 685; 399, 625.
Harpersfield, 116, 227; 176,

311.
Kortright, 157, 250; 176, 253.
Masonville, 141, 216; 109, 165.
Meredith, 190, 283; 187; 240.
Middletown, 196, 292; 161,

256.
Roxbury, 168, 240; 191, 288.
Sidney, 130, 207; 117, 168.
Stamford, 90, 131; 95, 146.
Tompkins, 174, 255; 145, 219.
Walton, 253, 405; 253, 376.
Totals for 2019:  3,601 and 5,515.
Totals for 2018: 3,468 and 5,252.

Greene County
Ashland, 47, 76; 53, 82.
Athens, 92, 148; 83, 180.
Cairo, 153, 216; 121, 177.
Catskill, 134, 205; 136; 247.
Coxsackie, 84, 131; 118; 184.
Durham, 127, 213; 173, 290.
Greenville, 157, 268; 174, 285.
Halcott, 28, 46; 33, 63.
Hunter, 64, 70; 90, 105.
Jewett, 84, 116; 70, 100.
Lexington, 98, 117;  82, 108.
New Baltimore, 90, 136; 98,

164.
Prattsville, 56, 84; 49,71.
Windham, 67, 84; 78, 115
Totals for 2019:  1,281 and 1,910.
Totals for 2018: 1,358 and 2,171.

Deer numbers, town by town

ANTHRA-GLOW

    Model DSAG65
              00-0532

65,000 BTU • Direct Vent
Convection Blower CFM 131

Functions like a pellet stove

(Anthracite Rice Stove)

$3,360.00
Dump Trailer

Gooseneck
Trailer

Tilt Deck Trailer

Bravo Scout Trailers

Belmont Trailers

Tandem Axle Trailer

.....comFor additional information, visit us at

95 Willet St., Fort Plain, NY 13339 • 518-993-2543

Your source
for information is the...

Times Journal
108 Division St.

Cobleskill, NY 12043

518-234-2515
timesjournalonline.com

tjournalnews@yahoo.com
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EVEN BIG KIDS
PLAY IN THE MUD!

MATT’S
CYCLE CENTER

Get the right equipment at

Local Owners Christopher & Jennifer Gerken

257 MANSION STREET, COXSACKIE, NY
518-731-8118

www.mattscyclecenter.com
Open Monday-Friday 9 to 6 • Saturday 9 to 3

FREE
DELIVERY

to your home inSchoharie County!Still no charge!

We
Service

All Makes
and

Models

MATT’S CYCLE CENTER

#1
THE RIGHT CHOICETHE RIGHT CHOICETHE RIGHT CHOICETHE RIGHT CHOICETHE RIGHT CHOICE

- IN VALUE

- IN CUSTOMER
  SERVICE
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New York’s autumn gets going
in a big way when several small
game seasons open October 1.

“Public and private lands across
the state present a diverse array
of small game hunting opportuni-
ties,” Department of Environmen-
tal Conservation Commissioner
Basil Seggos said.

“Pursuing small game is a great
way to introduce someone to hunt-
ing, and in addition to our youth
hunting seasons, DEC is offering
waterfowl hunts this year specifi-
cally for active military and veter-
ans.

“I encourage experienced hunt-
ers across the state to take advan- tage of these opportunities, bring

a new hunter afield and follow
hunter safety requirements to
have a rewarding experience this
fall.”

Season dates, bag limits, and
other regulations for small game
are available in DEC’s Hunting and
Trapping Regulations Guide, avail-
able from  a licensing agent, or on
DEC’s website.

Ruffed Grouse
Ruffed grouse season runs from

October 1 through the last day of
February in most of New York.

An excellent growing season, ex-
cept a bit dry in late summer, means
the food supply was plentiful for
ruf fed grouse and other small
game.

DEC wants ruffed grouse hunt-
ers to participate in the grouse
hunting log program.  Under this
program, hunters send in feathers
from harvested birds to determine
recruitment, or the number of
young birds produced by an adult
female grouse.  Hunters should
visit the DEC website for more
details.

Pheasant
DEC is releasing pheasants for

the regular season.
All release sites for pheasants

are provided by state-funded pro-
grams and are open to public hunt-
ing.

Pheasants will be released on
state-owned lands before and dur-
ing the fall hunting season, and at a

number of sites on New York City
Watershed lands thanks to a part-
nership with the NYC Department
of Environmental Protection.

Pheasant hunting opportunities
have been augmented private land-
owners that have opened their
lands to public hunting.

In Schoharie County:
•Conesville, on Bear Kill Road.
•Richmondville, Lape Road.
•Richmondville, Beards Hollow

Road.
In Otsego County
•Middlefield on County Routes

43 and 35.
•Milford, Route 28 south of

Milford.
In Delaware County:
•Colchester, Bear Spring Moun-

tain, East Trout Brook Road.
•Delhi/Franklin, off Route 357

across from Merrickville Road.
•Roxbur y, West Settlement

Road.
•Stamford/Bovina, Scutt Moun-

tain Road.
Squirrel, rabbit and hare

Squirrels and rabbits abound,
and many opportunities await hunt-
ers of the thousands of acres of
state land in Schoharie, Otsego and
Delaware counties.

Squirrel season opened Septem-
ber 1, and rabbit season opens Oc-
tober 1.

Squirrel and rabbit hunting, DEC
advised, are great ways to intro-
duce young people to hunting.

Small game offer
plenty of chances

Squirrel season opened September 1.

For All Your Shooting
& Hunting Needs

100’s of Guns In Stock Including:
• Smith & Wesson • Ruger • Colt • Beretta
• Winchester • Glock • Taurus • Walther

• Browning • Marlin • Savage • Remington
• Mossberg • Weatherby • North American Arms

• Desert Eagle • Thompson Center
• Keystone & New England!!!

Stop by today

Hrs.: M-F 10-6;
Sat. 10-5

H
UNTERS WELCOM

E

RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
at Cobleskill Golf & Country Club

2322 Route 7, Cobleskill • (518) 254-0275

• Steak • Seafood • Pasta • Burgers • Soups • Salads

Prime Rib

& King Crab Every

Friday & Saturday

Open 7 Days
Serving

Lunch & Dinner11am-9pm
Dinner starts at 4pm

Check us out on facebook & view our
menu at www.cobleskillgc.com

Relax &
have a drink

Pulled Pork,
Brisket, Ribs

and more
tasty entrees!

OPEN TO

THE PUBLIC

for INSIDE

& OUTSIDE

DINING
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DEC expects the upcoming deer season to be a good one.---Photo by Jim Poole.
In Duanesburg for 16 years, Andy has owned

and operated Outlander Survival Supply...
the names don’t tell the whole story.

This is a 100% Hunting business that has
guns, ammo and the lost art of gunsmithing.

10% down, 30 day layaway
Buy, Sell, Trade Consignment Guns

Outlander Survival Supply
Andy Lucks, owner

GUNS, AMMO,
SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT

AND GUNSMITHING

Hunt, Fish, Trap, Survive

6721 Duanesburg Road, Duanesburg
(518) 414-6763

AndysAmmoNY@aol.com
Stop by...Let’s Talk Hunting!

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6:30; Sat 10-2; Sun closed
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Insurance shouldn’t be frustrating!
Make your life easier and call us for a

quote today!
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Will the steadily-declining turkey-
take numbers continue to drop this
fall?

Maybe.  Maybe not.
Statewide, the turkey harvest in

fall 2019 was 1,600 birds, according
to the state Department of Environ-
mental Conservation.  That 1,600 is
well below fall 2018, 2,300 birds, and
less than the 2015-18 average,
about 2,000, according to DEC

And from 2009 to 2019, the total
statewide take fell from just over
7,000 to 1,600.

The decrease from 2018 to 2019
stemmed, according to DEC from
poor reproductive success, and the

average of 2.3 poults per hen was
the lowest since DEC began its sur-
vey.

From 2018 to 2019, DEC saw a
decrease in turkey harvest in more
than 70 percent of the 56 counties
open to fall turkey hunting.

Our local counties were among
the 70 percent:

Schoharie, from 46 birds in
2018 to 38 last year.

Otsego, from 80 to 46.
Delaware, from 153 to 86.
Greene, from 36 to 21.
The decline stems from factors

other than reproductive success.  A
DEC press release reports:

“Fall take has been relatively flat
over the last five years (1,300 to
2,000 birds), similar to spring har-
vest.  This is partially a reflection
of turkey numbers but is also a
function of the relative stability of
fall turkey hunting over this period.

“Fall [hunter] participation has
been steadily declining over the
past two decades, but this decline
seems to be leveling off since
around 2013.”

Nonetheless, hunters can still
find success on vast state lands,

Slide continues?
Turkey take down, but birds still there

Continued
on next page.

The Sportsman’s DenThe Sportsman’s Den
36 Canal Street, Fort Plain NY  518-993-1010

PEARL “RUBY” TORRES
Licensed R.E. Associate Broker

845-461-5132 cell
845-481-2700 office
rurerock@gmail.com

RENTRENTRENTRENTRENTALALALALALS:S:S:S:S:
Great store/office rental in Cobleskill strip mall located on busy Route 7.

It is 1500 square feet with front and rear entrance, storage room in back

and plenty of parking. This is the last store available in this strip mall.

Tenants include Chiropractor, hair salon, pizzeria, physical therapy, Miracle

Ear and a smoothie shop.  Tenant pays propane heat, electric, water and

garbage. Landlord plows lot, tenant responsible for walkway.

$1200 per month.

LLLLLAND:AND:AND:AND:AND:
Affordable 8.30 acre lot in established neighborhood in the town of Wright.

Live in the country with easy commute to Albany and surrounding areas.

Schoharie School district. $28,000.

Gorgeous flat 1.4 acre lot in the heart of the village of Middleburgh with

electric and municipal water at the road. Build your dream home today.

$49,000.

Stunning views from this 29.41 acre lot in Middleburgh. Sitting high on

a hill with views all around, pond and plenty of logging trails throughout

the property.  Feel like you are in the middle of nowhere with total privacy,

yet this lot is only about one mile from the village of Middleburgh & schools.

$87,000.

Beautiful 5.71 acre lot with all utilities at the site, ready and waiting for

your new home. This is the site of a house fire and house has been torn

down. This lot has amazing views, circular driveway, septic, well and electric

in place. Hurry, won’t last. $65,000.

INVESINVESINVESINVESINVESTTTTTOR ALEROR ALEROR ALEROR ALEROR ALERTTTTTS:S:S:S:S:
Don’t miss this spacious fixer upper. It is almost 2000 square feet with 6

bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 living rooms, 2 kitchens, porch and detached garage.

It was previously a two family now a one family perfect for extended family.

Live in one side while remodeling the other. Two electric panels, two

kerosene furnaces, two hot water heaters, 3 non working fireplaces that can

easily be put back or changed to wood stoves. Beautiful half acre of property.

Great opportunity here. $59,900.

Great opportunity with many possibilities. This property includes 3

buildings. I don’t want to say “I told you so” if you miss out on this one,

especially at this price. There is a 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath ranch with updated

furnace, electric, municipal water, hardwood floors and enclosed rear porch

overlooking farm land. There is a large detached 2-4 car garage and an

additional 28 x 50 building. Property is located just at the beginning of the

south end of the village with great exposure. Can be private home with

home-based business, office space, work shop, day care, show room,

gym...so many possibilities. $125,000.

MOMOMOMOMOVE-IN READVE-IN READVE-IN READVE-IN READVE-IN READY HOMES:Y HOMES:Y HOMES:Y HOMES:Y HOMES:
This Middleburgh village charmer is 1800 square feet with many updates.

It is 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths with updated kitchen, breakfast bar, built-ins,

wood stove to help with heating costs. Roof done in 2008, siding and

windows done in 2011, Driveway paved in 2016 and front and side porches

done in 2017. Private back yard and a 1-car detached garage. It is municipal

water and sewer too. All for $119,000.

Attention hunters and/or full timers. This is the perfect getaway or full

time chalet and it is sure to please. It is a meticulously kept 2 bedroom plus

sleeping loft, 1 bath home on 44 gorgeous acres with additional state land

just down the road. It has a 36 x 24 detached garage built in 2005 with

electric and water hook up, partially furnished too. Just move in and enjoy!

$220,000.



www.timesjournalonline.com Times Journal Hunting Guide - 2020 - Page 11

overgrown orchards, oak stands
and brushy areas.

Hunters who go home with a bird
use a variety of calls––box calls,
slate calls, mouth calls––to bring a
bird within gun range, usually about
30 yards.

Full camouflage helps hunters
stay undetected prior to the shot.

Some hunters are tempted to try
to stalk a wild turkey, but this rarely
works because it’s difficult to ap-
proach a turkey undetected.

With the cancellation of in-per-
son courses earlier this year dur-
ing New York’s response to
COVID-19, DEC quickly inno-
vated to help prospective hunters
planning to take cancelled in-per-
son hunter safety courses and cre-
ated a new online Hunter Educa-
tion course.

The results were dramatic,
more than doubling certifications
from 2019, with more than 76,800
people registered for the online
Hunter Ed course and 40,278
completions.

Nearly 70 percent of those com-

As with all hunting, safety is para-
mount.  DEC offers these tips:

•Identify your target before
shooting.  Don’t shoot until you
clearly see the whole turkey and
know its sex.

•Don’t stalk.  More than half of
turkey hunting injuries happen
when one hunter stalks another.

•Assume any call or footsteps
you hear are from another hunter.

•If you see another hunter, talk
to him or her but don’t move.  Don’t
use a turkey call to alert another
hunter.

•Turkeys are tough.  You need
to be close to get a clear head or

neck shot.  Don’t try to shoot them
in the body when they’re flying.

•Smaller shot, numbers 4, 5, and
6 work better than larger shot be-
cause of a denser shot pattern.

•When calling, sit still with your
back against a large tree to hide
yourself from turkeys and stalkers.

•Wear hunter orange when go-
ing into or out of the woods.

•When sitting still waiting for a
turkey, put hunter orange on a tree
near you.

pleting the online course are 21 or
over and almost 40 percent of par-
ticipants are women.  The new
online Bowhunter Ed course has
seen more than 20,980 registered
participants and 10,934 have com-
pleted the course.  Both courses
can be accessed at DEC’s website.
The online courses have been ex-
tended indefinitely.

As all of New York has now en-
tered Phase 4 of reopening in-per-
son Hunter Education, Bowhunter
Education, and Trapper Education
courses are resuming.

While the popularity of the online

Hunter Ed and Bowhunter Ed
courses has been unprecedented,
some potential new hunters want
to take the traditional course, which
offers a field day component.  So-
cial distancing, health and safety,
and disinfectant protocols have
been put in place to ensure courses
are conducted in a way that mini-
mizes risk to participants.

The online courses will remain
available for those who prefer an
online course.  For more informa-
tion about taking a traditional field-
based course, visit DEC’s website.

DEC also encourages outdoor

enthusiasts to consider purchas-
ing a Habitat & Access Stamp each
year.  Support for the Habitat
Stamp has also skyrocketed this
year, with a nearly 300 percent in-
crease – 7,337 in 2020 compared
to 2,559 in 2019 in sales over the
first two weeks to big game license
sales.

Funds from the $5 Habitat & Ac-
cess Stamp support projects to con-
serve habitat and improve public
access for fish and wildlife- related
activities.

This year’s Habitat & Access
Stamp features a northern leopard
frog.  Last year’s stamp featured a
bull moose and was the most popu-
lar stamp in DEC history, with
more than 25,000 sold.

Through initiatives like NY Open
for Hunting and Fishing and Adven-
ture NY, DEC is making strategic
investments to expand access to
healthy, active, outdoor recreation,
connect more New Yorkers and visi-
tors to nature and the outdoors, pro-
tect natural resources, and boost
local economics.

Even with COVID, hunter ed continues

Turkey season
Continued from
previous page.

Rte. 30
Middleburgh

 518-827-4402

Rte. 30, Middleburgh
Subs & Wraps
Made To Order

 DELI SPECIALSDELI SPECIALSDELI SPECIALSDELI SPECIALSDELI SPECIALS
 BAKERY DELIGHTS
 DAIRY
 FROZEN FOODS
 BEER COOLER
 FRESH MEAT
 FRESH PRODUCE

5% Military Discount Every Wednesday

5% Senior Discount Every Tuesday

Store Hours:
OPEN 7 DAYS

Mon-Sat 8am-8pm
Sun 8am-7pm

More Savings
and Value in
the Valley!

We now
accept
SNAP

benefits
and eWIC

See us on

EVERYDAY
GROCERY SAVINGS

EVERYDAY
GROCERY SAVINGS

EVERYDAY
GROCERY SAVINGS

DailDailDailDailDaily Bry Bry Bry Bry Breakfeakfeakfeakfeakfasasasasast,  Lt,  Lt,  Lt,  Lt,  Luncuncuncuncunch & Dinner Specialsh & Dinner Specialsh & Dinner Specialsh & Dinner Specialsh & Dinner Specials

Darcy Gray - owner

434 Main St., Schoharie • 518-295-6222

At
Your Way Cafe

Eve
ry Day Is Your Way

Welcome Hunters!

We are Open 7 Days a Week 7am-2pm
and evenings from 4-7:30pm Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri.

Come in and trCome in and trCome in and trCome in and trCome in and try our Daily our Daily our Daily our Daily our Daily Specialsy Specialsy Specialsy Specialsy Specials
and Fand Fand Fand Fand Frrrrridaidaidaidaiday Pry Pry Pry Pry Prime Rib Special $22.95ime Rib Special $22.95ime Rib Special $22.95ime Rib Special $22.95ime Rib Special $22.95

Call for availability on specials

Home of the
Hot Mess!

Valley Market Plaza • 4448 Rte 30, Middleburgh, NY 12122

Open Wed., Thurs. 11am-7pm; Fri., Sat. 11am-8pm; Sun. Noon-6pm

• Brisket
• Ribs
• Pulled Pork
    & More!

SerSerSerSerServing Beerving Beerving Beerving Beerving Beer
    & Wine    & Wine    & Wine    & Wine    & Wine

Book Your

Pig Roast

Now!

Seafood SpecialsEvery FridayAlso Steak/Chopson Saturdays

Weekly Specials

518-827-7111
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Canada geese gather in a field near Cobleskill, foraging and getting ready to migrate.

McCarthy
GUNS

Buy, Sell, Trade!
Veteran
Owned

Estate
Appraisals

217 ERIE BLVD.
CANAJOHARIE, NY 13317

518-673-GUNS  518-673-4867
www.mccarthyguns.com
email: tom@mccarthyguns.com

ryan@mccarthyguns.com

FREE
• Multi-Check • Road Test
• Towing/Major Repair (20 mile radius)
• 90 days 3,000 miles –
   5yr. 100,000 mile warranty
• Computer Analysis

TRANSMISSION

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
SERVICE GROUP

Nationwide
Warranty

SPECIALIZING IN:
All Automatics, Standards, Foreign & Domestic, Clutches, 4x4s, Axles

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION
REBUILDERS ASSOCIATION

BUFFOMATIC

Shawn Buffo, Owner

“Your Transmission Is Our Specialty”
Founded by Richard Buffo Sr., 1975

To Better Serve You See Our Locations At:
• BUFFOMATIC TRANSMISSION
2340 Rte. 20, Carlisle • (518) 234-4632

• BUFFOMATIC TRANSMISSION II
26 Rte. 9W, Albany • (518) 434-4763

• TRUCK SHOP
26 Plank Rd., Glenmont • (518) 434-1200

• CONVERTERS REBUILDING FACILITY
26 Plank Rd., Glenmont • 1-877-572-1200



www.timesjournalonline.com Times Journal Hunting Guide - 2020 - Page 13

New York State Department of
Environmental Conser vation
(DEC) Commissioner Basil Seggos
recently reported that DEC is ex-
periencing record-breaking sales of
hunting and trapping licenses for
upcoming seasons.

Sales for big game hunting and
trapping licenses and Deer Man-
agement Permits (DMPs) were
nearly triple prior years’ sales on
opening day, more than double on
the second day and nearly double
the first two weeks.

DEC also announced that in-per-
son Hunter Education, Bowhunter
Education, and Trapper Education
courses have resumed with appro-
priate social distancing and other
precautions to limit the community
spread of COVID-19. DEC trans-
formed the Hunter Ed program at
the onset of the COVID-19 pan-
demic to offer online certification,
resulting in a dramatic 105 percent
increase in participants completing
the course compared to the tradi-
tional in-person courses offered in
2019.

“With New Yorkers looking for
more ways to enjoy the outdoors
during the COVID-19 pandemic, we
are seeing tremendous interest in
outdoor recreation and in the sports
of fishing, hunting, and trapping, in-
cluding record sales of big game
hunting and trapping licenses,” said
Commissioner Seggos.

“New York is home to some of
the best hunting and fishing oppor-
tunities in the nation. DEC’s efforts
to make sure hunters and anglers
are able to purchase fishing, hunt-
ing, and trapping licenses and take
hunter safety courses from the
comfort of their homes, are mak-
ing the outdoors even more acces-
sible and we will continue to offer
our new online courses as we tran-
sition back to offering in-person
courses.”

DEC launched the state’s new
automated system for selling fish-
ing, hunting, and trapping licenses
in July, and on August 10, the sys-
tem was activated for big game li-
cense sales and DMPs. The new
DEC Automated Licensing System

(DECALS) includes user-friendly
information to help locate vendors,
receive instant copies of a license,
enter and view harvest information,
and more.

On the first day of big game sales
this year, DEC reported $922,444
in sales, compared to $347,103 in
2019. Over the first two weeks of
license sales, sales have reached
more than $6.2 million compared to
approximately $3.5 million for the
first two weeks in 2019.

Purchasing a hunting or trapping
license helps to support DEC con-
servation projects and ensures natu-

DEC sees record
sales of licenses

Continued
on next page.

Bleau’s Deer Processing
- Custom Cutting -
- Specialty Meats -

    Breakfast Maple, Sweet & Hot,
    Italian Sausage

- All Natural Wood Smoked, Hand Packed -
    Summer Sausage & Pepperoni

1178 State Route 443
Schoharie, NY 12157

Custom Cutting
Specialty Meats

518-702-5026

Amber Bleau, Owner

RYAN’S
• 24 Hour Towing & Flatbed •

518-827-5367
2028 State Route 145

Middleburgh, NY 12122

Complete Automotive Services
Brakes • Shocks • Tune-ups • Oil Changes
Quality Exhaust Systems • Inspections
Computer Diagnostics • Tires & Alignments
Batteries • Air Conditioning
Transmission Flushing
Radiators • Diesel & Kerosene

Master
Technician

We’re easy to reach • Open 6 days a week

RYAN’S
SELF STORAGE

2036 St. Rte 145
Middleburgh, NY 12122

www.Ryansselfstorage.net

 24 Hours Access
 Online Bill Pay
 Variety of Unit Sizes
  Drive-up Access

5'x10' • 10'x15' • 10'x20'

AUTO REPAIR

Open Mon-Fri 7am-6pm;
Sat 8am-4pm or by chance

Recently
purchased

equipment to
service
Y1234

Air Conditioning
Systems

Middleburgh WineryLLC

Come discover your taste!
• Hand Crafted Wines • Tasting Room

• Scenic Vineyard • Lawn Games
• Wine Slushees • Local NY Craft Beer

MiddleburghWinery.com

607-643-1225
Open Thursday-Monday 12-6pm

2636 St. Rt. 145, Middleburgh, NY
1 mile from village toward Cobleskill on 145

or 6 miles off I-88 exit 22 toward Middleburgh

Dog
Friendly

Bring in

this ad for a

Free Wine

Tasting!
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ral resources are protected for
generations to come. Through the
purchase of New York sporting li-

censes, hunters and anglers help
generate an estimated $75 million
to help conserve fish and wildlife,
enhance habitat, and protect natu-
ral resources.

Hunting and fishing build a sense
of stewardship of fish and wildlife
resources and habitats, provide an
opportunity for experienced hunt-
ers and anglers to share their
knowledge with others, and pro-
mote participation in hunting, fish-
ing, and recreational shooting
through the mentoring of young
hunters and anglers.

New York’s hunters and anglers
contribute an estimated $4.9 billion
to the economy in spending, which
supports more than 56,000 jobs
and $623 million in state and local
taxes.

Licenses and permits can be pur-
chased at any one of DEC’s li-
cense-issuing agents, online, or by
telephone at (866)933-2257. The
new hunting and trapping licenses
are valid from September 1, 2020,
through August 31, 2021, while
annual fishing licenses are valid for
365 days from date of purchase.
DMPs are also available at all li-
cense-issuing outlets, by phone, or
online through October 1, 2020.

DMPs are used to manage the
deer herd and are issued through
an instant random selection pro-
cess at the point of sale. The 2020
chances of selection for a DMP in
each Wildlife Management Unit are
available online, through license
issuing agents, or by calling the
DMP Information Hotline at 1-
(866)472-4332. Detailed informa-
tion on Deer Management Permits
and this fall’s Deer Season Fore-
cast is available on DEC’s website.
DEC reminds hunters that lifetime
license tag sets for the 2020-21 li-
cense year are currently being
mailed and should be received by
all hunters by September 1. Hunt-
ers do not need tags in hand to ap-
ply for DMPs or to purchase addi-
tional privileges. Lifetime informa-
tion is stored in the DECALS data-
base.

The new Hunting and Trapping
Regulations Guide, an easy-to-read
compendium of pertinent rules
and regulations, is available on the
DEC Hunting Regulations
webpage. A summary of hunting
and trapping regulations is cur-
rently available at license issuing
agents, and copies of the full hunt-
ing and trapping regulations guide
are also available at license issuing
agents.

Record sales
Continued from
previous page.

KP’s
X-TREME

TAXIDERMY

“If you can envision it,
we can mount it”
1058 South Green Rd,
Sprakers, NY 12166

K. Paro                        518-376-6966

WOODBECK
LIQUOR SLIQUOR SLIQUOR SLIQUOR SLIQUOR STTTTTOREOREOREOREORE

668 E. Main Street • Cobleskill, NY 12043
Open Mon.-Sat. 9am-9pm; Sun. 12-5pm

518-234-7123

SERVING
SCHOHARIE COUNTY

SINCE 1947

A sincere Thank You from the Woodbeck/Lawyer familes

for your continued patronage.

We try to honor
all special requests.

Check us out on
Facebook

JOE’S SPORTS CENTER

Like us on
facebook

34603 St. Hwy 23 • PO Box 430
Grand Gorge, NY 12434

(607) 652-3459  Call for hours

www.Joessportscenter.com

Rifle Range • Hunting Licenses
Over 200 Guns In Stock

80+ Handguns

DEER

PROCESSING

(518) 858-7614

Located at
209 Main St., Richmondville, NY

CUT & WRAPPED
FINISHED
PRODUCT

ALL VACUUM
SEALED

- Sausage
- Salami
- Summer Sausage
- Jerky
- Smoked Venison Sticks
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The New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation
has released a proposal to poten-
tially expand deer hunting oppor-
tunities in the Southern Zone in the
future.

The proposed regulations would
create additional bowhunting and
muzzleloader hunting opportuni-
ties from December 26 through
January 1, and would only apply to
New York’s Southern Zone.

The new season would provide
an additional seven days of late sea-
son hunting with bows and
muzzleloaders. Hunters must pur-
chase the bowhunting or
muzzleloading privilege to partici-
pate in the late bow or
muzzleloader seasons and may use
all deer carcass tags valid during
those seasons.

This proposal to expand the hunt-
ing season is only for the Southern
Zone. In the Northern Zone, deer
may already be moving to winter-
ing areas by late December. Hunt-
ing seasons that occur when deer
are migrating or are already con-
centrated in wintering areas could
result in localized overharvest.

This proposed, additional hunting
opportunity does not impact when
snowmobile trails may open. Snow-
mobile trails are opened after the
end of the regular big game hunt-
ing season, subject to adequate
snow cover and local agreements.

Details of the proposal are pub-
lished in the September 9 New
York State Register. DEC encour-
ages the public to comment on the
proposed regulations through No-
vember 8, 2020.

Comments may be submitted by
email or in writing to: Jeremy Hurst,
NYSDEC Bureau of Wildlife, 625
Broadway, 5th Floor, Albany, NY
12233-4754.

DEC releases proposal
for holiday deer hunt

Hunting Season is Here...
at

Over
40 years of
experienceKLAUS’ AUTOWERKS

(518) 234-0000(518) 234-0000(518) 234-0000(518) 234-0000(518) 234-0000
4894 State Rt. 30, Schoharie, NY 12157

KLAUS’ AUTOWERKS
Here at Klaus’

we are always hunting rabbits of the

    Volkswagen Nature!
If you’re hunting for

an experienced technician
     for repairs, come in & check us out!

   Specializing in foreign cars!

Open M-F 8-5; Sat. 9-12

Life won’t always go as planned.
That’s why there’s life insurance.
It can help you protect your
family’s future, no matter what
happens.
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there®

Lindsey Giagni, Agent
112 Market Street
Middleburgh, NY 12122
Bus: 518-827-8888
www.your518agent.com
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AR

LOW MEAT PROCESSING
 

Russell Marlow                                                                                                                                                                     518-296-8978518-296-8978518-296-8978518-296-8978518-296-8978

Marlow’s will not be processing
any deer this year...

but we are in business
for all of your other processing.

A newspaper
in your pocket.
Timesjournalonline.com
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www.franksgunshops.com

FRANK’S GUN SHOP
3831 Route 30, Amsterdam

518-883-5053
The Great Outdoors Starts Here!!

Handguns, Rifles
Shotguns, Knives

Hunting Equipment
Fish Supplies, Live Bait
Archery supplies, Ammo

Reloading Supplies
Scopes, Wads, Primers

Bases, Rings, Dies
Reloading Powder

Coyote Calls
Duck & Goose Calls

and All Kinds of Ammo
from 22 to 416

Boots, Rocky Apparel,
Costa Sunglasses

We are a family-run business that began in 1982.
We carry brands such as Kimber, S&W, Ruger, Benelli, Glock, Sig Sauer and more.

Over 400 Hand Guns and 800 Long Guns in stock at all time.
We also do minor gunsmithing.

WE HAVE IT ALL!
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