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Deer season looking good

With deer hunting sea-
sons that span four
months, vastly different
habitat types, and nearly
4 million acres of public
land to be explored, New
York State offers unique
opportunities for hunters

to pursue white-tailed
deer.

DEC biologists predict
that the 2023-2024 hunting
season will be another pro-
ductive season for New
York’s deer hunters.

Winter-related stress

* Wads ¢ Knives
* Game Cameras
& Calls

¢ Holsters and Lots of Other Gear'

We Carry Pete Rickard
and Black Widow Scents & Lures

Tues.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-12
/ **Call for Extended Hours During November**

116 France Lane, Cobleskll o ,

* Scope Mounting <.
& Bore Sighting 1,
. * Powder e Primers ;

and mortality were mini-
mal for deer during the
winter of 2022-2023,
which was the eighth mild
winter in a row across the
state.

Although natural veg-
etation and crops got off

\ Sports..g -
HUNTING - FISHING

SHOOTING
TRAPPING

25+ YEARS w
EXPERIENCE m

i

NANCY SPENELLO,
OWNER

§ riencing
% drought conditions and a

§ mits

"~ antlerless deer tags) or
@ maintained them at similar
" levels to last year for the

to a slow start due to un-
usually dry conditions dur-
ing the months of May and
June, above average levels
of precipitation and tem-
peratures throughout the
month of July have im-
proved deer forage quality
across most of the state.
However, some areas of
western New York and
Long Island are still expe-
moderate

late frost in May along with
localized outbreaks of
spongy moth may affect
the production of certain
crops (ex. apples) and hard
mast (ex. acorns) in some
areas this fall.

In response to growing
deer populations in many
areas of the state, DEC has
increased the availability
of deer management per-
(DMPs) (.e.,

2023-2024 hunting season.
DMPs are the primary
tool used by DEC to man-
age deer populations and
are available to hunters
through an instant lottery
process beginning August
1 and ending October 1.
Hunters should consult
DEC’s table of DMP tar-
gets and chances of selec-
tion before purchasing
their license. Use of DMPs
by hunters helps ensure
that deer populations do
not exceed habitat carry-
ing capacity or levels of
social acceptability (ex.
farmers experiencing crop
damage), and limits the
need for DEC to use other
methods to reduce deer

Continued
on next page.

Also Steak/Chops

Valley Market Plaza * 4448 Rte 30, Middleburgh, NY 12122
518-827-7111

Open Thurs. 11am-7pm; Fri., Sat. 11am-8pm; Sun. Noon-6pm

Home of the

. Hot Mess!

. * Brisket

l * Ribs

| * Pulled Pork
y & Morel!

~ Weekly Specials
Serving Beer &
Wine

Every Friday

on Saturdays
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Deer season. ..

Continued from
previous page.

impacts.

DMPs also provide addi-
tional opportunities for
hunters to extend their
time afield and fill their
freezers with venison.

Statewide, DEC antici-
pates the total antlered
buck harvest this fall will
be similar to last year. How-
ever, the age distribution
of bucks available to hunt-
ers continues to improve.

Although a mandatory
antler point restriction con-
tinues in a few WMUs, in
the rest of the state where
hunters can choose the
buck they want to harvest,
most are continuing to
choose to harvest older
bucks.

Based on DEC’s deer
population monitoring, the
buck harvest has shifted
from more than 70 percent
yearlings a couple decades
ago to greater than 60 per-
cent 2.5-year-old or older
bucks in recent years.

If you are interested in
seeing more larger, older-
aged bucks and experi-
encing greater buck activ-
ity during the breeding
season, DEC recom-
mends practicing and en-
couraging other hunters to
Let Young Bucks Go and
Watch Them Grow.

Harvesting antlerless
deer instead of young
bucks contributes more to
deer management and can
increase hunter satisfac-
tion through increased

viewing of and opportuni-
ties to harvest older-aged
bucks.

Expanded Hunting
Opportunities

Deer harvest data and
feedback from hunters has
continued to demonstrate
the benefits of expanded
hunting opportunities es-
tablished in 2021, and
deer hunters will continue
to enjoy these opportuni-
ties during the 2023-24 sea-
sons as well as new oppor-
tunities to use rifles to hunt
big game in Onondaga
County.

1. Onondaga was
added to the list of coun-
ties where rifles can be
used to take big game dur-
ing the regular season in
2023.

2. 12-and 13-year old
hunters may hunt deer
with a firearm or crossbow
in counties that passed a
local law to participate in
the opportunity. See Junior
Big Game Hunting for a
map of participating coun-
ties.

3. Antlerless-only
deer season in mid-Sep-
tember (9/9 -9/17/2023)
using firearms, crosshows,
and vertical bows in
WMUs 3M, 3R, 8A, 8F, 8G,

Continued
on next page.

providing local jobs
those to come.

Schoharie
Valley Farms

Home oi The Carrof Barn

5605 State Route 30, Schoharie, NY 12157
518-295-7139 e schoharievalleyfarms.com

More

Than Just
Hardware!

Mon-Sat 8:00am-6:00pm
Sun 9:00am-3:00pm

316 Main St.
Middleburgh

518-827-4114

We offer curbside
pickup and delivery

e T

ch a trip down memory lane...
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season. ..

Continued
from previous page.

8], 8N, 9A, and 9F, and
using only vertical bows
in WMUs 1C, 3S, 4], and
8C. Only DMPs and
DMAP tags may be used.

4. Daily hunting
hours for deer and bear

extended to 30 minutes !

before sunrise until 30
minutes after sunset.

5. Holiday Deer
Hunt remains an exten-
sion of the late bow and
muzzleloader season from
December 26 - January 1
in the Southern Zone.
Hunters and other

recreationists are encour- ¥

aged to Share the Snow.

i . 4 kT T A N ~ 1S / Ta i e

This wary doe keeps an eye out for whatever may come along.

A Local Name You Can Trust

www.cobleskilltimesjournal.com

Ostrander Insurance Agency ' 2=

518-517-1500
2457 State Route 7, Cobleskill NY

Y Erie
ANt nsurance
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Hunter safety remains essential all season

While statistics show
hunting in New York is
safer than ever, mistakes
are made every year. DEC
believes every hunting-re-
lated shooting incident is
preventable, and Commis-
sioner Basil Seggos en-
courages hunters to use
common sense this sea-
son and to remember what
they learned in their DEC
Hunter Education Course.

Firearms safety:

e Treatevery gun as
if it were loaded.

e Be sure of your tar-
get and beyond.

e Keep your finger
off the trigger until
ready to shoot.

In addition to blaze or-
ange or pink being re-
quired for hunting big
game with firearms, DEC
encourages small game
hunters to wear blaze or-
ange or blaze pink.

from mistaking a person likely to be shot. .

for an animal or shooting For more information
in a hunter’s direction. and otherimportant safety
Hunters wearing blaze or- tips, visit DEC’s website
ange are seven times less and watch videos about

hunter safety. For more
information about getting
outdoors safely and re-
sponsibly, visit DEC’s
website.

e Pointyourgunina
safe direction.

Wearing orange or pink
prevents other hunters

IRON SKILLET SEASONINGS

since 1995

NS ..

A Complete Line of Game Meat Season'mgs
Wholesale programs available foe quaﬁﬁed disteibutors

ironskilletseasonings.com

607-435-7171
Hometown Provisions 832 Hollenbeck Road Worcester, NY 12197

Cobleskilltimesjournal.com

Whenever.

Wherever.

[ ] [ ]
Richmondyville
"Why Bank with US?"
Stop by and become a part of what everyone, even the wildlife, is talking about...
e Friendly, courteous staff
e Mobile Banking - -
¢ On-line Banking _ Bankof ;.m.
e e-Statements Richmondville 57
e Low monthly service charges ¥ COB"E:“LL:‘O‘*;F'E;E;)
o £ - A Banking Tradition Since 1893~
* Competitive Loan & Mortgage Rates Sy --_ gli- - '
o Fixed Rate Mortgages S . Bt S
o Adjustable Rate Mortgages e
o Home Equities
o Construction Mortgages
o Commercial Loans :
o Low Closing Costs - '
"The Buck Stops Here!"
" . b . Al
Join our Banking Family Today!
"We won't change...and neither will you!"
Cobleskill Richmondyville Schoharie Xpress Banking 1-518-234-4300
857 E. Main St. 284 Main St. 428 Main St. or Toll-Free 1-877-234-8222
1-518-234-4397 1-518-294-6661 1-518-295-8884
Member  Cobleskill & Schoharie
Drive-Thru Saturday Hours
www.bankrich.com o susie 8:30 a.m. — 11:30 a.m.
“A Banking Tradition Since 1893”
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WoobBECK
LIQUOR STORE

668 E. Main Street e Cobleskill, NY 12043
Open Mon.-Sat. 9am-9pm; Sun. 12-5pm

518-234-7123

SERVING
> SCHOHARIE COUNTY
SINCE 1947

We try to honor
all special requests.

Check us out on

7~ J Facebook

A sincere ‘Tﬁan@ffoﬁ from the Woodbeck/Lawyer familes

for your continued patronage.

0000000000000000060000000000006000000

COLLISION

COLLISION REPAIR
PAINTLESS DENT REPAIR

GLASS REPLACEMENT

518-294-0029

1182 Route 7, Richmondville « whbcollision.com
Hours: 8am-5pm Mon.-Fri.

&

Like us
on Facebook

» 0@ Environmentally
W Friendly

“One Call” Does It Al].’.’
We work A
for you! -
As an independent agency, 7/ \V
our customers are number MmN
“We’ll Take Care of All Your .
Insurance Needs - Let Us Shop It For You”
e Personal ® Business e Life ® Health
e Bonds ¢ Medicare Supplements
Owr clients stay with us because we lossk at the
whole picture. We handle each custsmer perssnally.”
- Ray Gitles
FIRE MARK INSURANCE
FINGER LAKES FIRE &
CASUALTY CO.
518-234-2121
LEWIS WILSON INSURANCE
518-234-2534

www.firemarkins.com
826 East Main St., Cobleskill

HUNTING
FOR
BARGAINS?!

Reel In
A Real Deal!

Check The
Classifieds!

To Place A Classified

518-234-2515
Fax 518-234-7898
tjournalclassified@yahoo.com

cobleskilltimesjournal.com

Times Journal
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A roundup of deer
details from DEC

The two most important
things you can do as a
hunter to ensure effective
management of New
York’s deer herd are to har-
vest at least one antlerless
deer per year and to report
all the deer you harvest.

DEC relies on hunters to
harvest antlerless deer to
help keep deer populations
and wildlife habitat
healthy.

Hunter reports of har-
vested deer are also the
only source of two critical
pieces of information that
guide DEC’s management
-when and where deer are
taken.

These data are used to
estimate the number of

deer harvested in each
WMU throughout the
State which guides future
management actions.

In 2022, only 46% of suc-
cessful deer hunters re-
ported their harvest even
though it is critical to
DEC’s deer management
and is required by law.

Help steward New
York’s deer herd by follow-
ing through on your re-
sponsibility to tag your
deer and report your har-
vests this hunting season
- Take It - Tag It - Report
It.

Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease

Chronic Wasting Dis-

BUSINESS CARDS ¢ STATIONERY

BOOKS

For All Your
Printing Needs

Times-Journal
home of

THE PRINTERS

o
(/)
=
14
o
.
1
o
4

108 Division St., Cobleskill
518-234-2515

SH3ATd - SAAVYO 310N

NEWSLETTERS ¢ BROCHURES

ease (CWD) is spreading
across the country and, if
introduced to New York,
could permanently impact
our deer population and
hunting tradition. CWD is
always fatal to deer and is
practically impossible to
eliminate once estab-

Continued
on next page.

Middleburgh Diner Beer&wine

Serving Our Valuable Customers Since 1948 Fine Desserts

The Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Place For Family Dining

Daily Specials
Take-Out
Banquet Room
Small Parties

MiddleburghDiner.com
122 Main St. (St. Rte. 145)
(518) 827-5182

Mon-Thurs: 6:30am-6:00pm Meetings
Fri-Sat: 6:30am-7:00pm P
Sun: 7:00am-6:00pm 7z (- ) Up To 60 ppl

ANDY’S

AUTO & ALIGNMENT &

COMPUTERIZED
4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT

e Tires ® Brakes
e Suspension ¢ Exhaust
139 Main St., Middleburgh, NY
518-827-5900
Mon.-Fri. 8am-5pm Andrew Reightmyer - owner

We carry
hunting accessories § sV
to help you bag RS &S

a trophy buck

Tree Stands ® ATN Scopes
Deer Corn e Mineral Licks
Deer Plot Seed
Deer Scents & Accessories

Kelleyl Farm & Gard

Where customers are treated like part of our family tree

239 WEST MAIN STREET, COBLESKILL 518.234.2332

BENIND EVERY PROJECT IS &

Tnuele

=9
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Nationwide ZTRR

TRANSMISSION

SPECIALIZING IN:

P4ATSE

AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION

SERVICE GROUP

Warranty

Shawn Buffo, Owner

All Automatics, Standards, Foreign & Domestic, Clutches, 4x4s, Axles

e Multi-Check * Road Test
e Towing/Major Repair (20 mile radius)
e 90 days 3,000 miles -

Syr. 100,000 mile warranty

e Computer Analysis

To Better Serve You See Our Locations At:

e BUFFOMATIC TRANSMISSION
2340 Rte. 20, Carlisle ® (518) 234-4632

e BUFFOMATIC TRANSMISSION I
26 Rte. 9W, Albany e (518) 434-4763

e TRUCK SHOP

26 Plank Rd., Glenmont e (518) 434-1200

e CONVERTERS REBUILDING FACILITY
26 Plank Rd., Glenmont ¢ 1-877-572-1200

“Your Transmission Is Our Specialty”

Founded by Richard Buffo Sr., 1975

Deer roundup. ..

Continued
from previous page.

-lished. The most effec-
tive strategy is to prevent
CWD from entering New
York in the first place.
Hunters can help protect
New York’s deer herd
from CWD by taking the
following steps:

e If you hunt white-
tailed deer, mule deer, elk,
moose, caribou, or other
deer species outside of
New York, debone the
venison and follow the le-
gal requirements for other
parts of the carcass be-
fore bringing them back

753 EAST MAIN STREET, COBLESKILL NY 12043

518-234-4371

ATTENTION ALL SPORTS ENTHUSIASTS!

7292 US Highway 20, Cherry Valley, NY 13320 ~ $425,000.
Incredible 154 acres of mixed-use land. Only 20 minutes to
Cooperstown & 45 minutes to Albany or Utica. Call Listing Agent,
Shane Buddles 518-937-0564

L4.114 Grovenors Corners Road, Cobleskill, NY 12043 ~$300,000.
Ideal parcel for the outdoor enthusiast! 87+ acres with 2 drilled wells!
Mix of woods & fields! Call Listing Agent, Christy Gillespie-Quinn
518-231-4526

225 Barbin Road, Esperance, NY 12066 ~ $60,000.

24 quiet, peaceful acres at the end of a dead end country road. This
wooded property borders the Schoharie Creek Preserve. There is over
3000 acres of State Land nearby in the Charleston State Forest. Ideal
recreational land. Call Listing Agent, Harold Loder 518-231-2120

L49.02 State Hwy 7, Worcester, NY 12064 ~$60,000.

30 Acre excellent recreational parcel of land, wooded with trails
throughout. Abundant wildlife. Call Listing Agent, Linda Kiesow
518-378-6619

435 State Route 7, Richmondville, NY 12149 - $74,900.

26 beautiful acres ready for you to start your own homestead or build
your dream home! Great agricultural opportunity! Easy commute to the
capital district and less than 30 miles to Cooperstown and Oneonta!
Call Listing Agent, Matthew Loder 518-378-1235

¥

Rifle Range
Over 200 Guns In Stock
80+ Handguns

JOE’S SPORTS CENTER

34603 St. Hwy 23 ¢ PO Box 430
Grand Gorge, NY 12434

(607) 652-3459 Call for hours
www.Joessportscenter.com

Like us on
facebook

to New York. See CWD
Regulations for Hunters.
DEC will confiscate and de-
stroy illegally imported car-
casses and parts.

e  Avoid natural deer
urine scent lures and at-
tractants. CWD can spread
through the bodily fluids
(saliva, feces, urine) of in-
fected deer before they ap-
pear sick. CWD prions (ab-
normal proteins) bind to
soil and plants where they
can remain infectious for
years. There is no way to
ensure that natural deer
urine products are free of
prions. Use synthetic alter-
natives instead.

e  Huntonly wild deer
and support fair chase
hunting principles. CWD is
commonly spread through
deer transported between
high-fence facilities.

e Report any deer
that appears sick or is act-
ing abnormally to DEC.

Use Non-Lead Ammu-
nition

When lead and lead-core
bullets strike a deer, hun-
dreds of tiny lead particles
scatter throughout the tis-
sue-up to 18 inches from
the wound. Some of these
fragments are too small to
be seen, felt, tasted, or re-
moved.

These lead particles can
ruin the quality and yield
of game meat and pose a
risk to human consumers
and scavenging animals.
DEC encourages deer
hunters to use alternative
non-lead ammunition.
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Deer harvest steady
In 3-county area

Plentiful food supplies
and a mild winter point to
2023 being a successful
one for deer hunters.

Hunters in Schoharie,
Delaware and Otsego
counties took nearly
15,000 deer combined last
year, and it’s not a stretch
to think they’ll equal or top
that number this season.

In Schoharie County,
hunters in 2022 took 3,476
white tails last year, in-
cluding 1,901 adult males,
147 male fawns, 1,286 does
and 142 female fawns.

Those numbers are a
tick up from 2021, when
the total take was 3,150,
with 1,974 adult bucks, 76
male fawns, 1,013 adult
does and 87 female fawns.

Otsego County saw a
sharp increase in the deer
harvest last year. Hunters
took 6,123 total deer in
2022, a number that in-
cludes 3,135 adult bucks,

295 male fawns, 2,430
adult does and 263 female
fawns.

In 2021, Otsego’s total
take was 5,519, nearly 600
fewer than last year. The
’21 figures show 3,178
adult bucks, 190 male
fawns, 1,941 adult does
and 210 female fawns.

Delaware County’s year-
to-year total take numbers
are almost identical. Last
year, hunters took a total
of 5,347; in '21, the total
was 5,330.

In 2022, Delaware hunt-
ers took 3,415 adult bucks,
186 male fawns, 1,579
adult does and 167 female
fawns.

Those numbers in 2021
were 3,488 adult bucks,
131 male fawns, 1,578
adult does and 133 female
fawns.

Statewide, the total take,
male-female and fawns,

518-234-2515

Reel In A Real DealX

Check The Classifieds!
To Place A Classified

GAINS“'

was 231,961, the highest
since 2020’s 253,990 but
not near the record of 2002,
308,216.

By counties, the highest
totals from 2022 were
13,587 in Steuben County
and 10,515 in Chautauqua
County.

Reinhvrdt
Mini Mart

215 Main Street,

Come See Us for Your
HUNING SPICES!

We also carry

a line of A
Iron Skillet
Seasonmgs)

158 Wells Ave., Middleburgh

e (518) 827-5511

Be Car Care Aware

Mon.-Fri. 7-5:30; Sat. 8-4 Visit us at www.NAPAonline.com

g ' 310 Main Street
'The Center Worcester, NY

607-397-9321

Richmondyville, NY

518-294-6408

Over 75 Beers to Choose
From, Including

After you bag your
trophy buck,
stop in...we’ll have
the beer cold and
a sub waiting!

GREAT Breakfast
| ManyCrait Beers - Samgiwiches & Subs
3

Cigarettes
sold at state minimums



Commerclal
Printing

The Printers

at the Times-Journal

108 Division St., Cobleskill
518-234-2515
tjournalprinting@yahoo.com

cobleskilltimesjournal.com
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Many small game opportunities

on September 20, and Ruffed grouse huntersin
runs through the last day the Northern Zone are re-
of February.

State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation
Commissioner  Basil
Seggos announced that
most small game hunting
seasons opened on Satur-
day, October 1, across
New York.

“From waterfowl and up-
land gamebirds to squir-
rels, rabbits, and more,
there are abundant oppor-
tunities for hunters across
New York State,” Commis-
sioner Seggos said. “This
year, hunters can enjoy
even more waterfowl hunt-
ing, with an increase in
mallard and Canada goose

bag limits and an extended
season.”

Season dates, bag limits
and other hunting regula-
tions for New York’s small
game species are available
in the Hunting and Trap-
ping Regulations Guide,
which can be obtained
from a license-issuing
agent or on DEC’s website
at dec.ny.gov.

Ruffed Grouse

Ruffed grouse hunting
season runs from October
1 through the last day of
February in most parts of
the state. In Northern New
York, the season opened

CUT & WRAPPED
FINISHED PRODUCT

- Sausage

- Salami

- Summer Sausage
- Jerky

ALL VACUUM SEALED

- Smoked Venison Sticks

Located at
209 Main St.,
Richmondville, NY

Continued
minded to positively iden- on next page.

HUNTERS WELCOME!
Join Us for
HACKY @EDNESDAYS i ©

o] 10% OFF

| ALL WINES & CHAMPAGNES

Open Mon-Sat ‘ N . 1OITII'F:ITIiII"l:ad l:'ve.
iddleburg

10am-8pm; Value Vl“age (518) 827-5227

Sun 12-5pm Wine & Liquors B

Visit
POOR BOYZ
POWER SPORTS
. For Rl Your Parts
| & Ser\m:a Needs!

D’Batterles E‘YBeIts

@' Tires & Tubes ®'Tracks
@ Wheels & Bearings ® Carbides
& Control Cables ®'Chains

B'Sprockets ATV Plows
o'Sparkplugs S Winches & =
Y Plows Tire Chains

F c:c .:.r b z Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-6; Sat. 9-4; Rodents Chewing Wires,

POWERSP o RT Closed Sun. Sun Fade or Mold
— Middieburgh, New York Rte. 145, 2 miles south of Middleburgh * (518) 827-8388

@’Engme Parts

I Helmets — el

®'Bulbs
F0ils What We Sell

SAFE, SECURE
INDOOR
STORAGE

__ Get Your Snowmohile LU EEAURTIEETEGE

Have your machine ready
when you want to ride it!
ATV « Motorcycle
* Snowmobile e UTV

NO: Dead Battery,

Ready for Winter!
‘d
Used

Machines
Over 20 Years

in Business =




Page 12 - Times Journal Hunting Guide - 2023

www.cobleskilltimesjournal.com

Small
game. ..

Continued
from previous page.

-tify quarry before shoot-
ing. The Northern Zone,
specifically Wildlife Man-
agement Units 5C, 5F, 6F
and 6], is also home to the
spruce grouse, a State-en-
dangered species that is il-
legal to hunt. Loss of a
single spruce grouse, par-
ticularly a female, could be
a significant setback for a
small local population. For
tips on how to discern the
two species, view the
Hunting and Trapping

HUNTERS!!!
Stock Up On Your Liquor with Us!

Corsall’s Liquors
is NOW

¥ CELLAR 77

! Hours: Sun 12-5; Mon-Wed 9-8; Thurs-Sat 9-9

Same Giveat Service
Under New Management!

We ARE Your Destination for Wine,
|&=— Liquor and Everything in between!

Price Chopper Plaza, Cobleskill

Geese are plentiful on the region’s ponds and creeks.

Regulations Guide or the
ruffed grouse hunting in-
formation page on DEC’s
website.

DEC encourages ruffed
grouse hunters to take
partin the grouse hunting
log program and submit

REDEMP TION

feathers from harvested
birds to assess recruit-
ment (number of young
produced per adult female
grouse) for different parts
of the state. Interested
hunters should visit the
DEC website.

Pheasant Season

During the spring of
2023, the Reynold’s Game
Farm suffered a highly

Continued
on page 14.

4

GREAT
LOCATIONS:

* COBLESKILL
* MIDDLEBURGH
* WARNERVILLE
» WORCESTER
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Awhitetail peers through the'brusl; in‘ Cobleskill.

e BAGELS ¢ PASTRIES

| e COFFEE
WL e BREAKFAST
wse—~ SANDWICHES
and more!

Eat in or Take out

A L e
1] cobleskillNY 12043 | ]
B e

Open 7 days
6am-7pm

503 West Main St.,
Cobleskill
518-254-0019

Lsam) = i

We are open for breakfast

Outlander Survival Supply

Andy Lucks, owner

GUNS, AMMO,
SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT
AND GUNSMITHING

and operated Outlander Survival Supply...
the names don’t tell the whole story.
This is a 100% Hunting business that has
guns, ammo and the lost art of gunsmithing.

10% down, 30 day layaway
Buy, Sell, Trade Consignment Guns

Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6:30; Sat 10-2; Sun closed

5456 Western Turnpike, Duanesburg
(518) 895-6000
AndysAmmoNY@aol.com

Stop by...Let’s Talk Hunting!

Hunt, Fish, Trap, Survive
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Small game seasons.

Continued
from page 12.

Farm suffered a highly
pathogenic avian influ-
enza outbreak in the
breeder flock. After en-
acting precautionary mea-
sures to ensure the facil-
ity was properly decon-
taminated, DEC secured
a contract to acquire
30,000 pheasants from a
commercial hatchery to

TS

supplement fall upland
bird hunting opportunities
around the state.

Prior to hunting seasons
DEC will release adult
pheasants on lands open to
public hunting for the up-
coming fall pheasant hunt-
ing season. The pheasant
hunting season begins:

October 1, in northern
and eastern portions of
New York.

October 21, in central
and western portions of the

LOSIE™S

GUN SHOP

For All Your Shooting
& Hunting Needs

100’s of Guns In Stock Including:

e Smith & Wesson ¢ Ruger ¢ Colt * Beretta
¢ Winchester ¢ Glock ¢ Taurus ® Walther
e Browning ® Marlin ¢ Savage * Remington
* Mossberg ¢ Weatherby ® North American Arms
e Desert Eagle * Thompson Center
e Keystone & New England!!!

Stop by today

6716 ST. HWY. &3, OREORTA, NY
607-132-6154
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state.

November 1, on Long
Island.

An interactive map of
statewide pheasant re-
lease sites, approximate
timing of stocking, and
number of birds stocked,
can be found on DEC’s
website.

Squirrel and Rabbit

Opportunities to pursue
squirrels and rabbits can
be found throughout the
state, including on many

v

Hrs.: M-F 10-6;
Sat. 10-5

public lands. Squirrel sea-
sons started September 1
in Upstate New York and
begin November 1 on
Long Island. Rabbit hunt-
ing begins on October 1in
Upstate New York and on
November 1 on Long Is-
land. With ample opportu-
nities and mild weather,
squirrel and rabbit hunt-
ing are great ways to intro-
duce novices to hunting.

Snowshoe hare (or vary-
ing hare) season starts
October 1in the Northern
Zone. Hare hunters in the
Southern Zone, where the
season starts in late fall or
early winter, are encour-
aged to report their obser-
vations to DEC through
the DEC website.

Wild turkey

Wild turkeys can be
found throughout the
state but reach their high-
est densities in landscapes
that have a mix of forests,
old fields, and farmlands.
Wild turkeys are less vul-
nerable to harvest in ar-
eas with abundant food
(e.g., hard and soft mast),
because they don’t have
to roam far and wide for-
aging, so scouting before
the season is important.
The statewide fall season
bag limit is one bird of ei-
ther sex. Hunting hours
are sunrise to sunset.

L

e RESTAURANT e

Stop in and Dine in a Warm,
Comfortable Atmosphere, with Great
Service and Outstanding Nightly
Specials, Featuring Charbroiled Steaks,
Burgers, Fresh Seafood, Specialty Pasta
Dishes, Pizza and Delightful Desserts.

2272

Beer & Wine Available ® Cappuccino
® Flavored Lattes ® Espresso

> Hunters Welcomel!
518-827-5955

325 Main Street,
Middleburgh, NY
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DEC offers
advice for
turkey hunters

New York has both spring and
fall hunting seasons.

The most successful turkey
hunters use avariety of calls (e.g.,
box calls, slate calls, mouth calls)
to bring a bird within gun range,
usually 30 yards or less.

Head-to-toe camouflage helps
hunters to stay undetected prior
to the shot. Movement must
only occur when the bird is be-
hind a tree or other obstacle.

Few hunting experiences can
rival the excitement as a turkey
approaches a hunter. Turkey
hunters need to be extremely
careful, however, before taking
ashot.

The excitement of a turkey
hunt should sharpen the
hunter’s awareness of key safety
rules: Always identify the target
before shooting, and be sure
that no other person is in harm’s
way.

Some people are tempted to
try to stalk a wild turkey. Forget
it. First, it is extremely difficult
to approach a turkey undetected.
You will be much more success-
ful calling the bird to you. Sec-
ond, stalking turkeys puts both
you and other hunters at risk. Let
the bird do the walking.

Tips for a successful tur-
key hunting season

o Don’t stalk. More than
half of turkey hunting injuries
happen when one hunter stalks
another.

° Always assume any call
or footsteps you hear are from
another hunter. Don’t shoot un-
til you clearly see the whole tur-
key and know its sex.

o If you see another
hunter, talk to him or her clearly,
and don’t move. Never wave or
use a turkey call to alert another
hunter.

° Turkeys are tough. You
need to be close (30 yards or less
is best). You need to get a clear
head and neck shot. Do not try
to shoot them in the body or
when they are flying.

° Smaller shot, no. 4, 5,
and 6, work better than larger
shot, due to denser shot pat-
terns.

° When calling, sit still
with your back against a big tree,
to hide you from turkeys and
stalkers.

° Never wear turkey col-
ors —red, white, or blue.
° Wear hunter orange

when going in or out of the
woods and when walking around.

° ‘When sitting still waiting
for a turkey, put hunter orange
on a tree near you.

o If you take a turkey or
carry a decoy, wrap it in hunter
orange.

Rules you should know:

° You will need a hunting
license and a turkey permit.

o You may hunt with a
bow or crossbhow, but you may
not hunt turkey with a crosshow
in the fall in the Northern Zone
if you are using dogs. A cross-
bow may not be used in
Westchester or Suffolk counties.

o You may hunt with a
shotgun or handgun only when
using shot no larger than #2 and
no smaller than #9.

o You may not take a tur-
key with a rifle, or with a hand-
gun firing a bullet.

° You must fill out the tag
which comes with your permit
and attach it to any turkey you
shoot immediately.

Be sure to consult your hunt-
ing regulations guide for other
rules.
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FRANK’S GUN SHOP
3831 Route 30, Amsterdam
m/ 518-883-5053 Tﬂ
The Great Outdoors Starts Here

Handguns, Rifles
Shotguns, Knives
Hunting Equipment
y Fish Supplies, Live Bait
Archery supplies, Ammo &
Reloading Supplies &

Bases, Rings, Dies
Reloading Powder
Coyote Calls
Duck & Goose Calls
and All Kinds of Ammo
from 22 to 416
Boots, Rocky Apparel,
Costa Sunglasses
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We are a family-run business that began in 1982.
We carry brands such as Kimber, S&W, Ruger, Benelli, Glock, Sig Sauer and more.
Over 400 Hand Guns and 800 Long Guns in stock at all time.
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